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For Paulus, an Eritrean refugee in northern Ethiopia, a helicopter is not only an aircraft people can spot
above in the sky, but also a form of torture where victims are forced to balance on their belly with hands
and feet tied together and legs bent behind their back.

And the evangelical Christian said he knows “the

Related helicopter” well because, he claims, he was tied in that
Eritrea Intensifies Crackdown Against position for 136 hours in an effort to pressure him to
Orthodox Church recant his faith.
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He is among a growing number of Eritrean Christians fleeing the country to escape religious persecution.
Inside Shimelba refugee camp where Paulus lives is the Ebenezer Evangelical Church where he and
others like him can worship freely without fear of persecution — unlike back home.
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College-educated “Samuel” (not his real name), 24, was arrested in 2005 along with 19 other people
while attending a friend’s wedding ceremony. After he was imprisoned, Samuel was forced to perform
backbreaking manual labor for the next 12 months and regularly beaten, according to BBC.

One of the tortures he had to endure involved being hung from a tree with his arms stretched in the form powswbol.mmucom
of a crucifixion for three days. Join your friends online!

“They asked me if | would like to leave [my faith]. They asked every night for four months,” he told BBC
News.

Other tortures faced by Christians include being held in metal shipping containers under the hot sun,
beatings, and deprivation of food.
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